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 Reproductive 
performance can 
have a big impact 
on the profitability 

of a ewe flock,
particularly when 

meat prices are high.
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Number of 
lambs born (NLB) 

What’s in it for me?
Reproductive performance can have a big impact 
on the profitability of a ewe flock, particularly 
when meat prices are high. The maternal central 
progeny test demonstrated the large variation in 
the profitability of sires based on the reproductive 
performance. The graph (below) demonstrates 
the range in gross margin in daughters from sires 
from just two of the breeds. Around 80% of the 
difference in profitability between sire groups was 
the effect of reproduction.

What do the numbers mean?
Number of lambs weaned ASBVs are quoted in 
percentages. An ASBV of +20% means that a ram will 
have daughters that wean 10% (because a ram only 
contributes half of the genetics) more lambs than the 
average of animals in the database in the 1990 drop.

What to look for?
Look for the highest positive values. For example a range 
in Merinos can be +25% to less than -30%.  There is a 
similar range in all breeds. The higher the NLW breeding 
value of a ram the better the reproduction you can 
expect from its daughters.
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Breed One
Breed Two

Body weight goes up

Growth goes up

Wrinkle score goes down

Lower fleece weight

Lower staple length

THE FREE LUNCHES THINGS TO WATCHWhat else changes if  
I just selected for the 

Number of Lambs?

BUT remember you can manage these correlations 
by selecting animals based on indexes or a balance of 

traits that you are interested in.

These are what we call correlations,  
generally if the Number of Lambs goes up

MCPT Dynamic Dams

and weaned (NLW)

The reproductive rate of breeding ewes is recorded 
across a ewe’s lifetime, with each lambing opportunity 
adding further information to the ASBVs for 
reproductive rate.

The two ASBVs used are not age specific, they are: 
1. Number of lambs born (NLB)

2. Number of lambs weaned (NLW)

How is it measured?
Each time a ewe is put to the ram it is classed as a 
lambing opportunity. Breeders record whether each 
ewe became pregnant and if so, how many lambs were 
conceived. The number of lambs the ewe gave birth to 
and weaned is also recorded. So the number of lambs 
born (NLB) is the number of lambs a ewe gives birth to 
and the number of lambs weaned (NLW) is the number 
of live lambs at weaning. ASBVs on rams are mainly 
calculated from records of their female relatives.

Should I select on NLB or NLW?
Generally, select for number of lambs weaned, as this 
also emphasises higher lamb survival as well as the total 
number of lambs.
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